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Reading  
Comprehension

Latitude and Longitude
Latitude and longitude are two coordinates that are used to 
describe the location of a place on the Earth’s surface. Latitude is 
a measure of how far north or south a place is, while longitude is a 
measure of how far east or west it is.

Latitude is measured in degrees, with the equator being at 0 
degrees. Places to the north of the equator are given a positive 
latitude, while places to the south are given a negative latitude. 
For example, New York City has a latitude of 40 degrees north, 
while Sydney, Australia has a latitude of 33 degrees south.

Longitude is also measured in degrees, with the prime meridian 
(which runs through Greenwich, England) being at 0 degrees. 
Places to the east of the prime meridian are given a positive 
longitude, while places to the west are given a negative longitude. 
For example, London, England has a longitude of 0 degrees, while 
Los Angeles, California has a longitude of 118 degrees west.

Latitude and longitude are used in a variety of fields, including 
geography, navigation, and meteorology. They are used to plot 
locations on maps and to track the movement of storms and other 
weather patterns.

One of the main advantages of using latitude and longitude is that 
they provide a standardized system for describing location that is 
used all over the world. This makes it easier to communicate and 
compare locations, regardless of where they are.
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1. Latitude and longitude are used to describe the location of a place on the Earth’s surface and are used 
in fields such as geography, navigation, and meteorology.

2. Latitude is measured in degrees, with the equator at 0 degrees, and places north of the equator given a 
positive latitude and places south given a negative latitude.

3. Longitude is measured in degrees, with the prime meridian (which runs through Greenwich, England) at 
0 degrees, and places east of the prime meridian given a positive longitude and places west given a 
negative longitude.

4. The advantage of using latitude and longitude is that they provide a standardized system for describing 
location that is used all over the world, making it easier to communicate and compare locations.

5. New York City has a latitude of 40 degrees north and Sydney, Australia has a latitude of 33 degrees south.

Answer:

1. What is latitude and longitude used for?

 

2. How is latitude measured?

 

3. How is longitude measured?

 

4. What is the advantage of using latitude and longitude?

 

5. Can you provide an example of a place with a positive 
latitude and a place with a negative latitude?

 

 

6. Write the latitude and Longitude of the city you are living in.


